
Sonora Coastal Birding Adventure  

6-13 December 2016 ð Bahia Kino and Surroundings ð Sonora, Mexico  

(Photos and Story by Bob and Maxine Tinney) 

 

The Sonora Coastal Birding Adventures, organized 
by Mark Riegner, PhD (Prescott College Faculty) and 
Micah Riegner, BS (Prescott College Graduate), 
provides the nine participants with explorations into 
mangrove estuaries, and boat trips to observe 
seabirds and marine mammals with biologists at the 
Prescott College Center for Cultural and Ecological 
Studies in Bahia Kino. The map shows the main areas 
visited of the Estero Santa Cruz Ramsar Site, Estero 
Tastiota (114 km drive south of Bahia Kino), Pelican, 
Cholludo, Turner (Datil), and Tiburon Islands. 
Bahio Kino is a small town located in the Mexican 
state of Sonora, west of Hermosillo on the Sea of 
Cortez and was named after Padre Eusebio Kino, 
who traveled the region in 1685.   

 
Mark Riegner (left) with expertise in Zoology, Evolutionary Biology, Ecology, Environmental Studies, Micah Riegner 
(center), with expertise in Environmental Studies and youthful, bird-spotting eyes, and the Prescott College Bahia Kino 
Field Station coordinate for the group with a wonderful Sonora Coastal Birding Adventure. 

 
Héctor Pérez Puig, Marine Mammal Research/Conservation (Fin Whale) fellow for the Kino Bay Center and Mark Riegner 
with Boat Captain Cosme Damian Becerra, Sea Turtle Monitoring Group. 

 
The Mission of the Kino Bay Center (with wall art and tiles shown) is to protect priority species and habitats through the 

integrated application of science, education, information exchange, and community participation. 
 



Pena Blanca Lake  (6 December 2016  - Afternoon)  near Nogales  

 
A stop at the Pena Blanca Lake gave the group a respite after traveling in the Prescott College Van for some hours from 
Prescott to Nogales.  The group immediately spots Black and Say's Phoebes. 

 
Whether cruising along the coastline with slow, deep wing beats or poised at a lake inlet, the Great Blue Herons and the 
Green Heron are majestic sights to our eyes. 

 
Other birds include Red-tailed Hawk, Coots, Mexican Jay, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Mockingbird, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, and Chipping Sparrow.  Not shown Ruddy Ducks, Pied-billed Grebe, Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Canyon Towhee, 
Bushtits, Acorn Woodpecker, Chapping Sparrow, Mourning Dove, and Pyrrhuloxia. 
 

Estero Santa Cruz Ramsar Site  (7 -12, not 11
th

, December 2016)  

 
Estero Santa Cruz as a wetland of international importance under the United Nations Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.  
Prescott College, CONANP, and Universidad de Sonora are the co-responsible institutions and will work together to build 
upon this designation by developing a community-based management plan including projects that increase opportunity 
for community involvement and alternative income.  Our group observed flora and fauna at the Levee, Oyster Camp 
(above), Heron Island, Middle Mud Flats, Punta La Cruz, and a boat trip into the mangrove tributaries. 
 
The Costal Sonora Birding Adventure provided 145 species of birds with Estero Santa Cruz supporting over 70 species 
of waterbirds and serves as a breeding ground and nursery for many commercial fish and invertebrate species.  The 
Tinneys added 10 species to their life list, including Brandt's Cormorant, Craveri's Murrelet, American Oystercatcher, 
Shearwater, Black Skimmer, Surfbird, Red-billed Tropicbird, Ruddy Turnstone, Gray Vireo, and Mangrove Warbler. 
  



 

The Brown Pelicans of the Santa Cruz Ramsar Site  

 
The Brown Pelican is a comically elegant bird and feeds by plunge-diving head first from high up, using the force of 
impact to stun small fish before scooping them up with an oversized bill and bright red, sinuous throat pouch. 
 

 
As a Brown Pelican comes to the surface after plunging into the water for fish (left, note pouch), an aggressive, harrying 

Heermann's Gull tries to make the pelican drop the catch or to snatch the fish from the pelican's pouch. 
 

 
A Brown Pelican airs its long broad wings.  Brown Pelicans are fairly common todayτŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ 
recovery from pesticide pollution that once placed them near the brink of extinction. 

 



Some  Egrets and Herons  of the Santa Cruz Estero  

 
Among the most elegant of the herons, the slender Snowy Egret sets off immaculate white plumage with black legs and 

brilliant yellow feet, which help stir up small aquatic animals as the egret forages. 

 
The Yellow-crowned Night-HeronsΩ sharp black-and-white face, and long yellow plumes lend it a touch of elegance. 

 
The social Black-crowned Night-Heron is a stocky bird compared to many of its long-limbed heron relatives.  The striking 

White Ibis with bright red-orange down-curved bill has black wing tips that are usually visible only in flight. 


