Sonora Coastal Birding Adventure

6-13 December 2016 0 Bahia Kino and Surroundings 0 Sonora, Mexico
(Photos and Story by Bob and Maxine Tinney)
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by Mark Riegner PhD (Prescott College Faculty) €
Micah Riegner BS (Prescott College Graduat
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(center),with expertise in Environmental Studies aypouthful, birdspotting eyesandthe Prescott Colleg8ahia Kino

Field Statiorcoordinate forthe group witha wonderfulSonoraCoastalBirding Adventure
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TheMlssmn of the Kino Bay Centefwith wall artand tllesshowrp is to protect pnorlty species and habitats through the
integrated application of science, education, information exchaagd community participation



Pena Blanca Lake (6 December 2016 - Afternoon)  near Nogales

A stop at thePena Blanca al«gaave the group a respite after travellng in the Prescott CoIIege Van for some hours from
Prescott to Nogales. The group immediately s@itckand Say's Phoebes

Whether cruisingalongthe coastline with slow, deewing beatsor poised at dakeinlet, the Great Blue Heroaand the
Green Herorare majestic siglstto our eyes

Other birds mcludeRedtalIed Hawk Coots MeX|can Jay, Ruhn}owned Kinglet, Mocklngblrd Yellowumped
Warbler, and ChippingSparrow. Not shownRuddy Ducks, Pielilled Grebe, Wren, Leser Goldfinch, Canyon Towhee,
Bushtits, Acorn Woodpecker, Chapping Sparrow, Mourning Doaed Pyrrhuloxia

Estero Santa Cruz Ramsar Siteé  7-12,not11 ™, December 2016)
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Estero Santa Cruas a wetland of international importance under the United Nations Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
Prescott College, CONANP, and Universidad de Sonora are-thgpomsible institutions and will work together to build
upon this designation by developingcammunitybased management plan including projects that increase opportunity
for community involvement and alternative incomé®ur group observedlora and faunaat the Levee, Oyster Camp
(above) Heron Island, Middle Mud Flat$unta La Cryzand a boatrip into the mangrove tributaries

The Costal Sonora Birding Adventure provided 145 species of birds Bstiero Santa Cruz supportirayer 70 species
of waterbirds and serves as a breeding ground and nursery for many commercial fish and invertebrate spelies.
Tinneys added 0 species to their life lisincludingBrandt's Cormorant, Craveri's Murrelet, American Oystercatcher,
Shearwater, Black Skimmer, Surfbil@edbilled Tropicbird, Ruddy Turnstone, Gray Vireamd Mangrove Warbler



The Brown Pelicans of the Santa Cruz Ramsar Site

The Brown Pellcanls a comlcally elegant blrd arfdeds by plungediving head firstfrom high up, using the force of
impact tostun small fish before scooping them up with an oversizedbdlbright red,sinuousthroat pouch

As aBrown Pelicarcomes to the surface after plunging into the water for fish (Ieft note pouch), an aggressive, harrying
Heermann's Gultries to make the pelican drop the catch or to snatch fisé from the pelican's pouch.

ABrown Pelicargirs its long broaavings. Brown Pelicangre fairly commontoday y SEOSft f Sy SEI Y
recovery from pesticide pollution that once placed them near the brink of extinction.




Some Egrets and Herons of the Santa Cruz Estero

Among the most elegant of the herons, the slen8aowy fret sets off immaculate white plumage with black legs and
brilliant yellow feet, which help stir up small aquatic animals as the egret forages.

TheYellow-crowned NightHerongxsharp blackandwhite face, and long yellow plumes lend it a touch of efega

The sociaBlackcrowned NightHeronis a stocky birdompared to many of its lonlgmbed heron relatives. The striking
White Ibiswith bright redorange downcurved bill has black wing tips that are usually visily in flight.



