Nature at the Tinneys

May 13 - August 1 8, 2018 (Photos and Story by Bob and Maxine Tinney, The Ranch at Prescott)

Monsoon Season begins on June 15 and ends on September 30, but the storms pea
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On average, most of Arizona receives about half of its annual rainfall during the Monsoon Season.
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Seedlings turn overnight to sunflowers, Blossoming even as we gaze.
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A long-fingered Turkey Vulture with red head circles overhead,
while a juvenile Cooper’s Hawk visit the yard to bathe and scare other birds from the yard.
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An adult Cooper’s Hawk with red eye and reddish barring on the m a water pan,
not seeing the plump, chestnut-sided Gambel’s Quail secluded at the water feature.

The que—ringebd-eyed Mourniﬁg and White Wing Doves drink from te ter




A bird born to 1 run, the Greater Roadrunner can outrace prey/lizards, kill rattlesnakes and thrlve in harsh Iandscapes
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are relentless attackers attempting to keep others away from the feéders._
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The male, female and juvenile Anna’s Hummingbirds are native to the west coast of North America, and were named
after Anna Masséna, Duchess of Rivoli and are common Hummingbirds to our yard.
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A sweet, little Black-chinned Hummingbi , but soon recovers a
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Acorn Woodpeckers (abovz) are such unusual birds with such complicated social behavior that tHey have muItipIé
breeding males and females, and all of a group’s breeding females lay their eggs (destroying other eggs) in a single nest.
They live in family groups of up to a dozen or more, and cooperate in raising young and gathering/storing/guarding food.
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The Ladder-backed Woodpecker (left, center) and the Red-Shafted Northern Flicker (right) are attentive to their young.
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dhouse Scrut)J od sou‘rcés.
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The family of Common Ravens always seem to be making a rackety ‘brronk’.
The juvenile Common Raven has a short tail, pink on the gape, and violet-blue eyes.




The Bridled Titmouse (left) is one of the most common birds of all seasons.
Bushtits (left center) are sprightly, social songbirds that twitter as they fly between seed blocks and suet cakes.
Two Black-throated Gray Warblers (above right) are striking, yet monochrome warblers that wear only a tiny spot of
yellow just above and in front of the eye.
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Readily attracted to bird feeders for sunflower seeds and suet, the White-breasted Nuthatch spends much of its time
up-side-down industriously carrying seeds away to hide them in crevices of tree bark.
Birds seen, not photographed, include Mountain Chickadee, Flycatcher, Bluebird, Phainopepla,and Lazuli Bunting.




The Crlssal Thrasher forages almost entirely on the ground under dense brush finds much of its food by dlgglng in the
soil or among debris with its curved bill, but sometimes it emerges for a drink of water, bath, and raiding the suet cakes.

'Fhe sweet sv.onAg of the Grosbeak carols down from the treetops,
and the insistent whining whistle of the young begging for food is also often heard.



The Green-talled Towhee shows off W|th deep olive Ilghtenlng to yellow- gréén on the edges of the wmgs and tail.
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and juvenile Bullock’s Orioles which are nimble canopy and fruit bowl gle
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A male Western Tanager wants to be a part of the action as he peers over a female Bullock’s Oriole hogging the fruit
and jelly area, while a female Scot’s Oriole enjoys grapes while hanging up-side-down.




A nonbreedmg male female breeding male, and pale female Western Tanagers show off
their distinctive patterns, varing colors and nature of this beautiful species.




The Lesser Goldfinches are often found in the flower beds imibing seeds from sage, Mexican Hat flowers and grasses.




Possible Juveniles:, HouseFinches, and perhaps a Pme Sisken.




Bobcat Visit June 26, 2018
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June 26, 201—8 Whlle Bob was cleanlng debris from the eavestroughs, a Bobcat (Lynx rufus) visits the Tlnneys yard.
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The black masked Raccoon and the Skunk have opportunlstlc omnivorous, nocturnal natures.




The Gray Foxisa normaIIy a soI|tary hunter but in May 2018 three foxes visit together in our yard,
which we believe were a young fox escorted by its two parents teaching nighttime hunting skills.

A large part of the Gray Fox’s diet is made up of small mammals like mice, voles and cottontail rabbits.
It aIso eats birds; insects; and plants I|ke corn, apples, nuts, berries and grass.
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In summer some of the female Mule Deer will sneak bird seed and fruit . . . and give seculed birth to their fawns.



Flrst Mule Deer Fawn of 201 _ August 18

On August 8 Bob and Maxine enjoy a Porkchop Iunch on the north Patio about 1:30 p.m. and Maxme goes in the house
to get apple pie for dessert, when the patio door opens and Bob says “Mule Deer doe drmklng at the water pan with
new fawn.” Mule Deer females usually give birth to two fawns, unless it is their first time to have a baby and only give

birth to one fawn, as is probably the case here. Every fawn has a unique set of spots, even twins.

The fawn has magical eyes (natural photos, not photoshopped), is full of life, and enjoys scurrying about the yard.
Since 2005 the earliest the Tinneys have seen fawns is July 23 in 2006, but generally in August and September.
Fawns are born scent-free and have white camouflage spots which protect them from predators.
"Blessings come to those who are prepared to receive them." Quote by Walt Anderson




