Nature at the Tinneys - Feb 11 - May 5, 2020

(Photos and Story by Bob and Maxi Tinney, The Ranch in Prescott, AZ

Collared Peccarres moe about in small family groups, eatlng roots fruits, msects worms, and reptrles and the
Javellna arrive durrng the day and nrghttrme in hoes of finding bird seeds to eat in the T|nneys ard
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Desert USA states “Breeding occurs year round and b|rth|ng mothers retreat from the herd to prevent the
newborn from being eaten by other group members. They rejoin the herd a day after giving birth.”

During February snows one mother has two babies or reds, and one mother has one baby. The snow is on the
ground and the young are very vulnerable. After their visit, one little baby (right) is found deceased in the yard,
and Bob moved it down the hill.
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The Gray Foxes (Urocyon cmereoargenteus) or Grey Foxes, are omnlvorous mammals of the famlly Canidae
and easily climb the trees to access the bird feeders, seed trays and blocks, and fruit sticks.
The Coyote Canis latrans, a species of canine), are often seen crossing the yard (sorry, no recent photos).

The Hooded Skunk isa specres of mammal in the famlly Mephltrda and can clrmb the Water feature rocks for
any residue bird seeds, but cannot climb the trees.
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After the rut, during February/March decreasing testosterone levels cause an "abscission layer" to form
between the Mule Deer antlers and their pedicels. As the connective tissue dissolves, the buck’s antlers
become loose and fall off, and may leave a red or scabbed area (right) where the antler had been.
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One of the female deer, whom we call Iop Ear, sneaks seed from the feeder y balancing on her rear legs
(left). Insects such as mosquitoes, ticks, flies, fleas or mites serve as vectors of irritants to the mule deer
re losing their winter coats (right above), and are so photogenic (below).
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A possible Bald Eagle (left), Northern
Goshawk (right), and Red-tailed Hawk (no
photo) are seen from our windows.

The Cooper’s Hawks are seen looking for birds (left), preening (center), and scratching (right).
Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawk visit the yard, scaring the birds, causing the birds to fly into the windows.
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As Bob and Maxine were at the omputér about noon in late April, they hear a loud bonk, Maxine grabs the
camera. They proceed to the living room to see a Cooper’s Hawk on our patio table, assuming it had hit the
- window . . . and upon seeing us, it flies to a nearby tree. (above center/rigrlt_)—._’_‘ ,
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The Tinneys then note that a Mourning Dove (left) is laying on its ck under the patio table and is not
moving. Within some seconds the Cooper’s Hawk swoops under the table (center), snatches the dove with its
claws (right) and carries the dove down the hill for its lunch.
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The Mourning Doves (Zenaida macroura) drink from the water feature and represent forgiveness, release,

peace, and ‘moving on’, and share their lamenting coos.
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pair up just for the mating season.

The Band-tailed Pigeons are soft blue-gray above and purplish-gray bel
_of the neck._The upper half of the tail is gray, fading to a pale gray qurlg at the tip.
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They spend much of their time traCeIing in groups to search for nuts, fruits, and seeds on the ground and
seeds from the Tinneys’ feeders.




On a February snowy dey, the Crissal Thrasher makes an appearance and is dark grayish with distinctive
rufous undertail coverts with a long and strongly curved bill, and is a secretive bird.
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The Canyon Towhees are b|g warm-brown sparrows, commonly on the ground and underneath shrubs in a
variety of scrubb habltats and drlnks at the water pans.

The Spotted Towhee is gleaming black above (females are grayish brcx)W.n)' spotted and striped with brllllant
white, warm rufous flanks, and red eyes.



o T Py

odhouse’s Scrub-Jay sertive, vocal with scratchy nasal calls, and very inquisitive. Both
members of a breeding pair staunchly defend their territory year-round, keeping other scrub-jays away by flying
g, and occasionally pecking or ralin.
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Stellar’s Jays visit a couple of times a year. They have a white-marked
black head and a long, black crest. The upper back is partially gray with beautiful blue-checkered secondaries
and tail. (above and below

A generalist forager, Steller’s
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The Plne Siskins are songblrds with slender, pomted bl||S adults with yeIIow Wlng bars, and enjoy the’ater.




White-breasted Nuthatches and the YeIIow-rumped Warblers (left/center) visit regularly, whle ihe
Virginia’s Warbler (right) visits during the Migration. Lucy’s Warbler and Ash-throated Flycatcher (no photos).
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The Red-shafted Northern Flickers have gray heads, throats/napes, and their foreheads are brown. Male
Red-shafted Flickers have red moustaches (above) and the auriculars of females are pale brown (below).
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The fligﬁt feathers of Red-shafted .Northern Flickers have reddish-d‘rang hafts, and tails are ?eddih-orange.




L)

o Wt
A
AN

v S il
» -

Az
-
\

.|
‘,."kw"“\
r

ks

PV .
~x’ » h
Y
c'
:‘.-*56

-
w
.\

W ...

é &

. ?’. a
.4

e &

-~ \

Hairy \ﬁoodpeckers are contFas}tineg k;iack and white. The black wings are checkered with white; the head
has two white stripes with males having a flash of red on the crown.

Acorn Woodpeckers live in large groups, hoard acorns, and breed
cooperatively. Male’s crown is white/red, while the female’s crown is
white/black/red.
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Hummingbirds
Arrive Mid-March

Our first beautifully adorned male
Hummingbird arrives on March 15, 2020,
but unfortunately hits a window
and passes immediately.
(photos left and right)

After a bath, it is time to fluff and preen, even one’s toes (third photo).




Male Rufous Hummingbirds have rufous-orange feathers on back and belly and iridescent red head (2 left),
while the female_‘lzufous Hummlnblrds are green above with rusty flanks and orange spot on throat. (2 right).

The male gestone Iapus Lazuli ‘Buntlng with rusty breast and gray brown-female with tan breast.



The rich, melodious whistles of the
Scott's Orioles carry well across the
slopes of t‘h.e western foothills.

plus yellow shoulder bordered in white. Fresh fruit (photo 2) and grape jelly (photo 3) are favorite treats.
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Numerous male Scott’s Orioles were seen from April 20 thru April 28.
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Yellowish-olive female Scott’s Orioles have variable black spotting on heads and throats and slightly curved
bills. The variable black spotted throats may be seen on the first two females. The mottled yellow patterns may

be seen on the third female’s shoulder. Female Scott’s Qrioles were seen from April 14 - May 1.

Juvenile, immature, and 1% year Scott’s Orioles have dusky streaking on the back, two white wing bars and
are yellowish-olive in color. Numerous 1% year Scott’s Orioles were seen from April 21 thru May 2.




Bullock’s Orioles feed in the slender branches of trees and shrubs, catching caterpillars and also feeding on
nectar/fruit/jelly and visit from April 29 thru May 5.
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The adult male Bullock’s Orioles are bright orange with black backs (right), large white wing patch, black
pattern to the black throats of the three orioles
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a yellowish heads and tai
white wing bars.

The maI estern Tanagers are brightkyellow with black backs, black wings and red-orange heads.




| (’ érmn 1@‘? ,

The female and |mmature Black headed Grosbeaks (above and below) often have warm orange or buff on
the breasts with streaking on the sides, light eyebrows, and sometimes a bi-colored bills.

Black-headed Grosbeaks
(photo left)
Wooing or Grappling?

Hope that you enjoyed the
Nature in Tinneys’ Yard!




