Nature at the TINNEeYsS suy 15- sept 7, 2020

(Photos and Story by Bob and Maxine Tinney, The Ranch in Prescott, AZ)

The Mule Deer and thelr Famlly Herd‘_.
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Durlng the Cowd 19 Summer/Fall the Tmneys contmue to enjoy the Mule Deer Fawns and |nteract|ons
with their Moms (above) and possible fathers and other members of the herd (below).

Other deer include 4- pomt gettlng acqualnted W|th the Unlcorn Up tlne down-tlne and two tlnes



Blessd Are the Mule Deer Fawns
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On August 30, six fawns traveled through the

Three fawns hanging out by.the b|rd bath, but |t is to hlgh to reach sogo to the ground water pans Meetmg other
fawns by C|rcI|ng and smelllng (rlght) There are several sets of twins with different spot patterns and colorations.

All of the fawns, especially the twins, arESo precious and we enjoy watching them throughout the days.




On August 15 twin fawns visited the water pans for a drink, with one (Ieft/center) havmg a Iargeprotrusmn on
the right side of its head, but by an August 25 visit, the swelling hgssub5|ded with a scarred area (right photo).

By coloration, spottiné, and size, it is believed that there are 8-12 new Ranch fawns this summer.
The dark-eared fawn is losing its spots (Ieft below) and dark-faced marked fawn (center) is very frisky.
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Predators not wanted! About 25 July, our next door neighbor identified a Mountain Llon on his night camera.
About 4 September, as several deer came through our yard from State Trust Land, Maxine looked up from the
computer and a healthy Coyote was about 8 feet outside the window, (no camera nearby). Another couple we
visited with while walking in The Ranch a few days later, said they had seen three Coyotes, one being a juvenile.




The Mule Deer love eating oranges (above)
. and Bees Iove sweets and sweet water (below)
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The aglle CI|ff Chlpmunks, two photos wnth Leuusm a partial Iéck of plgmentatlon causing a white face.



Among the bird world’s most sklllful fllers Cooper s Hawks are common woodIand hawks that tear through
cluttered tree canopies in high speed pursuit of other birds. A 1t year Cooper’s Hawk with thin dark breast
streaks fliesin to a water pan from a nearby tree and proceeds to take a bath by flipping water all over |tseIf.

After bathing it goes to a nearby tree to preen, and then flies away as qU|ckIy as it arrives.
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The Zone-tailed Hawk is a sleek, blackish raptor of arid foothills and canyons of Arizona. Zone-tailed Hawks
may mimic the relatively harmless Turkey Vulture in order to fool their prey of birds, mammals, and lizards.
Many Turkey Vultures are seen, but Maxine does not get a photo.

A group of Band-talled Plgeons mostlyjuvenlles as the aduIts have a whlte band on theback of the neck,
visit the ground and feeders for seed. A sociable bird with a mellow coo, it forms flocks in mountain forets

A b|rd born to run, the Greater Roadrunner can outrace a human and easily k|II a rattlesnake



Female and juvenile Rufous Hummingbirds




common across the continent.
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The Hairy Woopeckers are black and white all over with the
head and almost solid black wings. The last photo is of a Hairy with a Steller’s Jay.
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The juvenile and male Red-shafted Northern Flickers have handéome, black-scalloped plumage. They love
ants and beetles, but also enjoy digging into the seed blocks with their slightly-curved bills.




The Common Raven with bIack pIumage croaking call, and dlet of carrion exclalms ”Bob Ineed more suet’”
Lazuli Buntings, several Turkey Vultures_, and numerous Swallows are seen, but too fast for photos.
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Seventeen (countlng all tails) sprightly, twittering Bushtits gather on one of the Tlnneys seed blocks to feed.




The adult Canyon Towhee is brownlsh over all with under tail rufous coIor vjuvenlle lighter.




The male and female Bullock’s Orloles are nlmble canopy- gleaners of open woodlands



nset, sunrise, sunset, swiftly flow the Covid Days!
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Hope that
You enjoyed
Nature at
the Tinneys!



